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the disaster. Many were taken prisoners; but [28]
the victorious enemy, fearing the return of the
warriors who had gone to meet them, hastened their
retreat so precipitately, that they put to death all
the old men and children, and all whom they deemed
unable to keep up with them in their flight.

It was a scene of incredible cruelty. The enemy
snatched from a Mother her infants, that they might
be thrown into the fire; other children beheld their
Mothers beaten to death at their feet, or groaning
in the flames,— permission, in either case, being
denied them to show the least compassion. It was a

Berime to shed a tear, these barbarians demanding
that their prisoners should go into captivity as if
they were marching to their triumph. A poor Chris-
tian Mother, who wept for the death of her infant,
was killed on the spot, because she still loved, and
could not stifle soon enough her Natural feelings.

Father Charles Gamier was, at that time, the only
one of our Fathers in that Mission. When the enemy
appeared, he was just then occupied with instructing
the people in the cabins which he was visiting. At
the noise of the alarm, he went out, [29] going
straight to the Church, where he found some Chris-
tians. "We are dead men, my brothers," he said
to them. "Pray to God, and flee by whatever way
you may be able to escape. Bear about with yon
your faith through what of life remains; and may
death find you "with God in mind." He gave them
his blessing, then left hurriedly, to go to the help
of souls. A prey to despair, not one dreamed of
defense. Several found a favorable exit for their
flight; they implored the Father to flee with them,
but the bonds of Charity restrained him. All


